Russ Soviet Taps Duluthian’s Mail of $1;
Issues His Mother 190,000 Ruables Instead
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‘When Chasles .Rivers, 1011 East
Jifth ‘gtreet, sent his aged mother in
Russla & dollar bill' with which to
purchase bread,-he was unawara of
the fact that the soviet authorities
would commandeer the currency and
1ssue instead to his mother a credif
of 190,080 rubles, -

That s just“what was done, how-
evér, accordipg’ {o Mr. Rivers, who
helds p.tecemt from the Russian au-
thorities for,the'amount. A repto-
 duction pf.thd. writing, crediting’ Mrs,
‘Rivers with 130,000 Tubles, Is printed
‘herewith, e 4
 In her letter to her son, Mrs. Rivers
'writes that famine brings death to
‘hundreds dally. With the 190,000

Tubles, she adds, she was ab.e to buy
40 pounds of flour, . h

Mr. Rivers explained he ment the
dollar two months ago merely to
learn whether it was possible to of-
fer rellef through the strict soviet
censorship, It was his bellel that the
authorities prized American money
highly, retaining it at €Very oppor-
tunity by virtue of its greatly in-
creased value over their own finan-
cial paper.

The letter contalning the recelpt
bore 10,000 rubles worth of stamps,
10 stamps of 1,000 rubles denomina-
tion. In prewar days they would

kave a value of approximately 35,000,
be zaid.




